ADDENDUM
TO
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS GENERAL PLAN
FINAL PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Purpose and Scope
This environmental document is an Addendum to the City of Laguna Hills (“City”)
General Plan Final Program Environmental Impact Report (State Clearinghouse
No. 20080811100), certified July 14, 2009, by the City of Laguna Hills. Program
Environmental Impact Reports generally analyze broad environmental effects of
the program with the acknowledgment that site-specific environmental review
may be required for particular aspects of portions of the program when those
aspects are proposed for implementation. The City of Laguna Hills is the Lead
Agency for the review and evaluation of the project under consideration in this
Addendum. The Urban Village Specific Plan Amendment ("UVSP Amendment")
is a subsequent activity within the program covered by the General Plan Program
EIR. This Addendum documents the fact that the UVSP Amendment is within
the scope of the project covered by the Program EIR.
Project Description
The Urban Village Specific Plan (UVSP) area is located in Orange County,
California, within the City of Laguna Hills. This area consists of 240 acres
bounded by Paseo de Valencia on the north and west, Los Alisos Boulevard on
the south, and I-5 on the east (see attached map). The UVSP regulates
development within the Village Commercial area of Laguna Hills. The purpose of
the Village Commercial area is to develop a community core in which a variety of
public, regional commercial, recreational, and high density residential uses work
in concert to create an “urban village.” The UVSP, which governs the land uses
in this area, provides for a continuing mixture of land uses, including retail,
residential hotel, medical offices, and general offices.
The City’s new General Plan, completed and approved in 2009, targets the
UVSP area for expansion/revitalization in the future and allocates commercial
and residential development opportunity. Specifically, the new General Plan
assumes 300,000 square feet of new retail uses (an increase of 117,000 square
feet over that allowed by the prior General Plan and existing UVSP), a 250 room
hotel, 200 residential units, and 380,000 square feet of office uses within the
UVSP area. The new General Plan requires changes to the UVSP to: (1)
incorporate the increased (117,000 square feet) development, and (2) add the
Housing Element requirements that establish a minimum residential density
standard of 30 units per acre and reduce high density residential open space
standards that discourage affordable housing. See General Plan Implementation
Programs LU-4 and H-9 (attached). In addition, the amendment to the UVSP
includes other minor changes that: (1) integrate and improve internal consistency
between the existing Commercial and Residential development standards, (2)
incorporate the mixed use application process and development standards
already contained in the City’s Development Code, (3) insert the AM and PM

peak hour trips from the new General Plan, and (4) update the Public Art section
to clarify the management of the funds collected.
Analysis
After approval of a program EIR, a lead agency must evaluate subsequent
activities within the program to determine whether, and to what extent, further
CEQA review may required. See California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”)
Guidelines Section 15168(c). If the lead agency finds, pursuant to Guidelines
Section 15162, that a subsequent activity involves new significant effects that
were not examined in the program EIR, a substantial increase in the severity of
identified effects, or that new mitigation measures are necessary, the lead
agency must prepare an initial study leading to either an EIR or a negative
declaration. If, on the other hand, the lead agency finds that none of the
conditions for subsequent review set forth in Section 15162 are present, the lead
agency can approve the activity as being within the scope of the project covered
by the program EIR, and no new environmental document is necessary. Section
15164 of the CEQA Guidelines specifies that the lead agency shall prepare an
addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes or additions are
necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for
preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred.
Here, the proposed Urban Village Specific Plan Amendment ("UVSP
Amendment") makes certain minor changes to the program that were not
contemplated in the program EIR. These changes, however, will not result in any
new significant impacts, or any increase in the severity of identified significant
impacts as described in Section 15162. Therefore, the proposed UVSP
Amendment is within the scope of the General Plan Program EIR, and no further
CEQA document is necessary. This Addendum has been prepared to describe
the minor changes and document the conclusion that the UVSP Amendment is
within the scope of the General Plan program EIR.
The proposed UVSP Amendment is consistent with the City’s General Plan,
implements the goals and policies of the General Plan, and is addressed and
analyzed in the General Plan Final Program EIR. The General Plan identifies the
Urban Village area as an “opportunity area” and allows for the addition of
approximately 117,000 square feet of retail space, above and beyond that
specified in the UVSP. Amending the UVSP to reflect the development
intensification approved in the General Plan (and covered in the General Plan
Final Program EIR) is necessary. Amending the UVSP is called out in the
General Plan as an Implementation Program and is also a mitigation measure in
the General Plan Final Program EIR. Additionally, the General Plan provides for
a density of 50 dwelling units per acre and therefore, adequately addresses the
State’s requirement for a minimum residential density of 30 dwelling units per
acre in the UVSP area.
The UVSP amendment will include a few minor changes to existing development
standards and the public art requirement. These changes are consistent with the
goals and policies of the General Plan and do not result in an increase in

development intensity above that already analyzed by the General Plan Final
Program EIR. As discussed below, none of these minor changes to the UVSP
would result in any new or more severe effects on the environment. Minor
differences in potential impacts associated with the revised development
standards are within the scope of the impacts contemplated in the General Plan
Final Program EIR.
Perhaps the most notable revision to the development standards is the change
from separate development standards for commercial and residential uses, to
one set of development standards for all uses. None of the standards for
commercial development are affected, residential development standards either
stayed the same or became more restrictive, with the exception of maximum
building height, minimum landscape coverage, and minimum open space.
Under the new universal development standards, the maximum building height
for residential development increased from 65 feet to 75 feet. This increase in
potential residential building height would only apply to stand-alone residential
development since the existing development standards allow for residential
mixed use development with a maximum building height of 75 feet. Since
residential development constitutes a minor portion of the UVSP development
potential and future residential development is expected to be incorporated into
mixed use projects, the increase in potential building height for stand alone
residential would not result in new impacts involving building height and bulk
beyond those previously anticipated in this area by the General Plan Final
Program EIR.
The minimum landscape coverage requirement for residential development
decreased from 25% to 15% under the new universal development standards.
This decrease could potentially result in an increase to impervious surfaces
under future redevelopment. The potential for an increase to impervious
surfaces would be minimal since the UVSP area is currently developed and
mostly paved. Minor and less than significant changes in runoff could occur, but
no modifications to existing flood and storm drainage control infrastructure would
be required. A reduction in required landscape coverage could potentially result
in reduced irrigation water needs.
The requirement for minimum open space amenities in residential development
decreased from 30% to 10% under the new development standards. This
reduction is required to promote more affordable high density residential, as
discussed in the Project Description, and is consistent with the General Plan
Implementation Programs LU-4 and H-9. No adverse environmental effects are
anticipated from this change.
No changes are proposed to the permitted land use matrix for the UVSP. To
ensure a compatible mix of uses, the UVSP will require that new mixed use
developments are approved through a precise plan, which requires careful
consideration of potential impacts from the development and ensures that a
proper balance of uses is established. Furthermore, the UVSP has been modified
to include additional provisions in mixed use developments for enhanced

security, restrictions on activities, noise standards, vibrations and odors, and
lighting to ensure that residential uses are not adversely impacted by commercial
uses. Conformance with these provisions will be reviewed for each development
proposal and approved by the City under the precise plan. Upon approval, the
precise plan will be a binding and recorded agreement upon all owners and
tenants of the development. With the precise plan process in place, no
significant effects are anticipated from mixed use development.
Proposed revisions regarding public art requirements pertain only to the process
in which those requirements are determined and management of the overall
program. These revisions would have no effect on the physical or spatial
characteristics of future art work. As such, there would be no environmental
effects.
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ATTACHMENT 1

CEQA Guidelines
15162. SUBSEQUENT EIRS AND NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS
(a) When an EIR has been certified or a negative declaration adopted for a project, no
subsequent EIR shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency determines, on the
basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, one or more of the following:
(1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the
previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental
effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects;
(2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or Negative Declaration due to
the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity
of previously identified significant effects; or Association of Environmental Professionals 2010
CEQA Guidelines 155
(3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified as
complete or the Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of the following:
(A) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR or
negative declaration;
(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown in the
previous EIR;
(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be
feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project,
but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or
(D) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in
the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment,
but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative.
(b) If changes to a project or its circumstances occur or new information becomes available after
adoption of a negative declaration, the lead agency shall prepare a subsequent EIR if required
under subdivision (a). Otherwise the lead agency shall determine whether to prepare a
subsequent negative declaration, an addendum, or no further documentation.
(c) Once a project has been approved, the lead agency’s role in project approval is completed,
unless further discretionary approval on that project is required. Information appearing after an
approval does not require reopening of that approval. If after the project is approved, any of the
conditions described in subdivision (a) occurs, a subsequent EIR or negative declaration shall
only be prepared by the public agency which grants the next discretionary approval for the
project, if any. In this situation no other responsible agency shall grant an approval for the
project until the subsequent EIR has been certified or subsequent negative declaration adopted.
(d) A subsequent EIR or subsequent negative declaration shall be given the same notice and
public review as required under Section 15087 or Section 15072. A subsequent EIR or negative
declaration shall state where the previous document is available and can be reviewed.
Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section 21166, Public
Resources Code; Bowman v. City of Petaluma (1986) 185 Cal.App.3d 1065; Benton v. Board of
Supervisors (1991) 226 Cal.App.3d 1467; and Fort Mojave Indian Tribe v. California Department
of Health Services et al. (1995) 38 Cal.App.4th 1574.

ATTACHMENT 2

CEQA Guidelines
15164. ADDENDUM TO AN EIR OR NEGATIVE DECLARATION
(a) The lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously
certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions
described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred.
(b) An addendum to an adopted negative declaration may be prepared if only minor
technical changes or additions are necessary or none of the conditions described in
Section 15162 calling for the preparation of a subsequent EIR or negative declaration
have occurred.
(c) An addendum need not be circulated for public review but can be included in or
attached to the final EIR or adopted negative declaration.
(d) The decision making body shall consider the addendum with the final EIR or
adopted negative declaration prior to making a decision on the project.
(e) A brief explanation of the decision not to prepare a subsequent EIR pursuant to
Section 15162 should be included in an addendum to an EIR, the lead agency’s findings
on the project, or elsewhere in the record. The explanation must be supported by
substantial evidence.
Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section
21166, Public Resources Code; Bowman v. City of Petaluma (1986) 185 Cal.App.3d
1065; and Benton v. Board of Supervisors (1991) 226 Cal.App.3d 1467.

ATTACHMENT 3

CEQA Guidelines
15168. PROGRAM EIR
(a) General. A program EIR is an EIR which may be prepared on a series of actions that
can be characterized as one large project and are related either:
(1) Geographically,
(2) A logical parts in the chain of contemplated actions,
(3) In connection with issuance of rules, regulations, plans, or other general criteria to
govern the conduct of a continuing program, or
(4) As individual activities carried out under the same authorizing statutory or regulatory
authority and having generally similar environmental effects which can be mitigated in
similar ways.
(b) Advantages. Use of a program EIR can provide the following advantages. The
program EIR can:
(1) Provide an occasion for a more exhaustive consideration of effects and alternatives
than would be practical in an EIR on an individual action,
(2) Ensure consideration of cumulative impacts that might be slighted in a case-by-case
analysis,
(3) Avoid duplicative reconsideration of basic policy considerations,
(4) Allow the Lead Agency to consider broad policy alternatives and programwide
mitigation measures at an early time when the agency has greater flexibility to deal with
basic problems or cumulative impacts, and Association of Environmental Professionals
2010 CEQA Guidelines 158
(5) Allow reduction in paperwork.
(c) Use with Later Activities. Subsequent activities in the program must be examined in
the light of the program EIR to determine whether an additional environmental document
must be prepared.
(1) If a later activity would have effects that were not examined in the program EIR, a
new Initial Study would need to be prepared leading to either an EIR or a Negative
Declaration.
(2) If the agency finds that pursuant to Section 15162, no new effects could occur or no
new mitigation measures would be required, the agency can approve the activity as
being within the scope of the project covered by the program EIR, and no new
environmental document would be required.
(3) An agency shall incorporate feasible mitigation measures and alternatives developed
in the program EIR into subsequent actions in the program.
(4) Where the subsequent activities involve site specific operations, the agency should
use a written checklist or similar device to document the evaluation of the site and the
activity to determine whether the environmental effects of the operation were covered in
the program EIR.
(5) A program EIR will be most helpful in dealing with subsequent activities if it deals
with the effects of the program as specifically and comprehensively as possible. With a
good and detailed analysis of the program, many subsequent activities could be found to
be within the scope of the project described in the program EIR, and no further
environmental documents would be required.
(d) Use with Subsequent EIRs and Negative Declarations. A program EIR can be used
to simplify the task of preparing environmental documents on later parts of the program.
The program EIR can:
(1) Provide the basis in an Initial Study for determining whether the later activity may
have any significant effects.

(2) Be incorporated by reference to deal with regional influences, secondary effects,
cumulative impacts, broad alternatives, and other factors that apply to the program as a
whole.
(3) Focus an EIR on a subsequent project to permit discussion solely of new effects
which had not been considered before.
(e) Notice with Later Activities. When a law other than CEQA requires public notice when
the agency later proposes to carry out or approve an activity within the program and to
rely on the program EIR for CEQA compliance, the notice for the activity shall include a
statement that:
(1) This activity is within the scope of the program approved earlier, and
(2) The program EIR adequately describes the activity for the purposes of CEQA.
Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section
21003, Public Resources Code; County of Inyo v. Yorty, (1973) 32 Cal. App. 3d 795.
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